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Belmont University to Join Horizon League as Affiliate Member
Bruins will compete in men’s soccer beginning in 2014

INDIANAPOLIS -- The Horizon League Board of Directors has approved Belmont University as an affiliate 
member in the sport of men’s soccer. 

The first affiliate member in the Horizon League in over 30 years, the Bruins will be eligible to compete in 2014. 
Belmont has played men’s soccer as an independent since the 2012 season and previously was in the Atlantic 
Sun Conference. 

“We are excited to be adding Belmont as an affiliate member,” Horizon League Commissioner Jonathan B. 
LeCrone said. “The Horizon League can now provide a conference home for Belmont’s men’s soccer student-
athletes while enhancing our non-conference scheduling opportunities in a number of other sports.”

In addition to the affiliate membership in men’s soccer, Belmont and the Horizon League have reached 
agreement on a non-conference scheduling partnership that will see the Bruins compete against league 
members in men’s and women’s basketball, baseball, softball and women’s soccer. 

Over the next four years, Belmont will play six league members in men’s basketball home-and-home games as 
part of the non-conference scheduling agreement. 

“This is a momentous day for our athletic department, and specifically our men’s soccer program,” Belmont 
University Director of Athletics Mike Strickland said. “Our goal throughout this process has been to find a 
respected, nationally-relevant home for our soccer program, and we have found that in the Horizon League. On 
behalf of our student-athletes, coaches, and support staff, we appreciate this opportunity and are thrilled to begin 
play.”

In the 2013 men’s soccer campaign, the Bruins went 6-10-2. Belmont played two Horizon League teams, 
defeating Cleveland State, 1-0, and falling to UIC, 2-0. In January, the Bruins announced the hiring of Bryan 
Green as the fourth head coach in the program’s history.

Belmont’s first league game as an affiliate member will come on Saturday, Sept. 27, when the Bruins host 
Valparaiso at E.S. Rose Park. The Horizon League Men’s Soccer Championship will run Nov. 11-16, with the 
regular-season champion hosting the semifinals and championship.

###

Horizon League
Comprised of nine public and private institutions of higher learning, the Horizon League is an NCAA Division I athletics conference that 
sponsors 19 intercollegiate championship sports and is headquartered in Indianapolis, Indiana. The League and its member institutions aspire 
to teach young people, through athletic competition, the value of learning, service to others and personal responsibility.

Belmont University
Ranked No. 7 in the Regional Universities South category and named for the sixth consecutive year as one of the top “Up-and-Comer” 
universities by U.S. News & World Report, Belmont University consists of more than 6,900 students who come from every state and more 
than 25 countries. Committed to being a leader among teaching universities, Belmont brings together the best of liberal arts and professional 
education in a Christian community of learning and service. The University’s purpose is to help students explore their passions and develop 
their talents to meet the world’s needs, a fact made evident in the University’s hometown, Nashville, where students, faculty and staff served 
more than 243,000 hours of community service (valued at more than $5 million) during 2012. With more than 80 areas of undergraduate 
study, 22 master’s programs and five doctoral degrees, there is no limit to the ways Belmont University can expand an individual’s horizon.
For more information visit www.belmont.edu 


